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Subject: Resettlement of Chinese Agents Used in Korea 


Reference is made to my previous discussions of this subject with 
you and Messrs. Johnson and Drumright and to your letter of December 3 
to Ambassador Rankine - 


Lte Gol. Delaney of G-2, Department of the Army, showed me this 
morning a further exchange of telegrams between General Trudeau, G=2 
Washington, and General Ennis, G-2 Tokyo. I am summarizing these mes= 
sages rather fully below, so that you may have a clear ao of the 
present situation. 


The first message, dated December 2, is Trudeau's response to 
Ennis’ request for authority to send negotiators to Taipei to arrange 
for immediate repatriation of the agents. The message makes refer- 
ence to previous communications on the subject, summarizes Embassy 
Taipei's 299 regarding the Shih Chao-Ying approach, and continues 
substantially a8 follows: 








1. The Department of State considers that the political 
risks of moving the Chinese agents to Formosa in advance of the 
other POWs are sufficiently serious to warrant further efforts 
to solve the problem locally. It is suggested that the agents 
be informed that the Chinese Government is aware of their situd- 
tion and of the work thet they are doing and has requested that 
they be returned to Formosa simultaneously with the other POWs, 
which would involve their remaining in Korea for only a few 
weeks beyond January 1. ‘The agents should be informed that it 
would be unwise for them to do anything which might jeopardize 
their Biaened repatriation. * 
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ca 2e The Department of State desires that no negotiators be 

sent to Taipei at this time, G-2, Department of the Army, does 
ra not agree that the Chinese Nationalist Embassy in Seoul or Japan . 
should be contacted on this matter, as suggested by Shih Chao- | 
Ying. 


3. Assume you will take the necessary measures to keep the | 
agents under control and prevent compromise of the operations 
Keep G-2, Department of the drmy advised. 


4. Reguest your comments regarding Chinese Nationalists' 
having detailed information in Taipei's 299. 


General Ennis' response to the above message, dated December 7, reads 
substantially as follows: ; 
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le Information in Taipei 299 probably came from Chinese 
Embassy Seoul or from disaffected agents. Four agents were 
expelled from camp in mid-October by fellow agents; one of the 
four was experienced agent, though trouble-maker, and could 
have had information in the Taipei message... Figures given 
are substantially correct except that 98 agents remains 





, & Commanding General CCRAK and his G-2 have just re= 
turned from personal assessment of the current situation. It 
is agreed to inform the agents as follows, if method and timing 
cen be made specific: 


&. Chinese Nationalist Government officials have been 

informed of the situation and of what the agents are 

accomplishing and have requested that these agents be 

sent to Formosa with (not before or after) POWs to be 
repatriated only a few weeks after January 1. 


be. It would be unwise for them to do anything which 
might jeopardize planned repatriation. 


Se There is no complete certainty that security of project 
and morale of agents still wanting to serve can be preserved by 
assurance of return “only a few weeks" after January 1, short 

_ of assurances sufficiently specific to convince all agents of 
good faith on our parte 








4 tItis, therefore, requested 


a. Positive assurances of date and method of transportation 
be obtained from State soonest; 
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be. Should foregoing course of action not be found feasible, 
reconsideration and expressién of at least no objection by 
State and G2 to FEC proceeding directly with SEOs Scions 
for earlier repatriationse 


The Army, of course, wants our views on paragraph 4 of the second 


message summarized above. I would suggest the following response; 


a The agents may be given positive assurances that they 
will be repatriated simultaneously with the other POWs. A 
definite date cannot be given but it will presumbly be within 
the 30-day period beginning January 23. The method of trans= 
portation is for decision by the FEC, but it would appear to 
be inadvisable for security reasons to move them in the company: 
of the regular POWs. 


be No further consideration can be given to the question 
of direct negotiations by FEC with the Chinese Nationalists 
until a maximum effort has been made to resolve the problem 
in Korea, 


I also gave Col. Delaney a copy of Taipei's 329 regarding the Barrett 


visa question, and asked that the Far East Command be informed that this 
matter had been the source of considerable embarrassment to the Department 
and the Embassy in Taipei. As a way of getting around the problem that 
Rankin raises in his 329, I suggested that it might be well for G=2 to 
inform Tokyo at this time that even if it is later agreed to initiate 
negotiations with Taipei, Barrett will not be acceptable as a negotiator 
and that the Far East Command should thereforé withdraw the request for 

& Visae 


William C. Trueheart 
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